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This summer, students are free to choose summer reading titles based on their interests, but they 
should plan to read two books: (1) one novel and (2) one biography of their choice.  
Students should complete the activities below to demonstrate what they learned from their reading.  

1. One choice novel from list: Complete both parts 1 and 2 of the activities outlined below.    
Part 1 – Complete either option A or option B (your choice!):  
(A) Summary: Write three (3) paragraphs to retell the story in your own words, including the               
most important events in the story from beginning, middle, and end.   
(B) Timeline: Create a timeline using a long strip of paper. Write a short description of each              
major event, and (if possible) try to identify the time of each event (date, season, etc.).  
 
Part 2 – Theme Summary: Write a paragraph to explain the book’s theme. What message, big 
idea or lesson does the author want you to take away from your reading? How do you know?  
  

2. One free choice biography: Complete the Biography Times Newspaper activity page.  
Recommendations include:  
• Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass: The Story Behind an American Friendship by Russell Freedman  
• Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson  
• Enchanted Air: Two Cultures, Two Wings: A Memoir by Margarita Engle  
• George Washington Carver: Agricultural Innovator by Helga Schier   
• Henry Ford for Kids: His Life and Ideas, with 21 Activities by Ronald A. Reis  
• I am Malala: How One Girl Stood Up for Education and Changed the World by Malala Yousafzai and 

Patricia McCormick  
• Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai  
• Life in Motion: An Unlikely Ballerina - Young Readers Edition by Misty Copeland   
• The Life of George Washington Carver: Inventor and Scientist by Barbara Kramer  
• March: Book One by John Lewis and Andrew Aydin  
• Maya Lin: Thinking with Her Hands by Susan Goldman Rubin  
• No Summit out of Sight: The True Story of the Youngest Person to Climb the Seven Mountains by Jordan 

Romero and Linda LeBlanc  
• The Notorious Benedict Arnold: A True Story of Adventure, Heroism & Treachery by Steve Sheinkin   
• Steve Jobs: The Man Who Thought Different: A Biography by Karen Blumenthal  
• Strong Inside (Young Readers Edition): The True Story of How Perry Wallace Broke College Basketball’s 

Color Line by Andrew Maraniss  
• Temple Grandin: How the Girl Who Loved Cows Embraced Autism and Changed the World by Sy 

Montgomery   
• Turning 15 on the Road to Freedom: My Story of the 1965 Selma Voting Rights March by Lynda 

Blackmon Lowery  
• Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the Carlisle Indian School Football Team by Steve Sheinkin  
• Becoming Madeleine: A Biography of the Author of A Wrinkle in Time by Her Granddaughters by 

Charlotte Jones Voiklis and Léna Roy  



5th Grade Summer Reading Options 

Theme: Transitioning to Middle School 

 

 
Amina’s Voice 
By Hena Khan 

 
A Pakistani-American Muslim girl struggles to stay true to her family's vibrant culture while simultaneously 
blending in at school after tragedy strikes her community in this sweet and moving middle grade novel 
from the award-winning author of It's Ramadan, Curious George and Golden Domes and Silver Lanterns . 
Amina has never been comfortable in the spotlight. She is happy just hanging out with her best friend, 
Soojin. Except now that she's in middle school everything feels different. Soojin is suddenly hanging out 
with Emily, one of the "cool" girls in the class, and even talking about changing her name to something 
more "American." Does Amina need to start changing too? Or hiding who she is to fit in? While Amina 
grapples with these questions, she is devastated when her local mosque is vandalized. Amina's Voice 
brings to life the joys and challenges of a young Pakistani American and highlights the many ways in which 
one girl's voice can help bring a diverse community together to love and support each other. 
 

 

 
Wink  

By Rob Harrell 

 
A hilarious and heart wrenching story about surviving middle school--and an unthinkable diagnosis--while 
embracing life's weirdness. Ross Maloy just wants to be a normal seventh grader. He doesn't want to lose 
his hair, or wear a weird hat, or deal with the disappearing friends who don't know what to say to "the 
cancer kid." But with his recent diagnosis of a rare eye cancer, blending in is off the table. Based on Rob 
Harrell's real life experience, and packed with comic panels and spot art, this incredibly personal and 
poignant novel is an unforgettable, heartbreaking, hilarious, and uplifting story of survival and finding the 
music, magic, and laughter in life's weirdness. 

 

 
Out of My Mind 

By Sharon Draper 

 
Eleven-year-old Melody is not like most people. She can't walk. She can't talk. She can't write. All because 
she has cerebral palsy. But she also has a photographic memory; she can remember every detail of 
everything she has ever experienced. She's the smartest kid in her whole school, but NO ONE knows it. 
Most people--her teachers, her doctors, her classmates--dismiss her as mentally challenged because she 
can't tell them otherwise. But Melody refuses to be defined by her disability. And she's determined to let 
everyone know it...somehow. 

 

 
The best Man 

By Richard Peck 

 
Newbery Medalist Richard Peck tells a story of small-town life, gay marriage, and everyday heroes in this 
novel for fans of Gary Schmidt and Jack Gantos. Archer Magill has spent a lively five years of grade school 
with one eye out in search of grown-up role models. Three of the best are his grandpa, the great architect; 
his dad, the great vintage car customizer,; and his uncle Paul, who is just plain great. These are the three he 
wants to be. Along the way he finds a fourth--Mr. McLeod, a teacher. In fact, the first male teacher in the 
history of the school. But now here comes middle school and puberty. Change. Archer wonders how much 
change has to happen before his voice does. He doesn't see too far ahead, so every day or so a startling 
revelation breaks over him. Then a really big one when he's the best man at the wedding of two of his role 
models. But that gets ahead of the story. In pages that ripple with laughter, there's a teardrop here and 
there. And more than a few insights about the bewildering world of adults, made by a boy on his way to 
being the best man he can be. 

 

 
El Deafo 

By Cece Bell 

 
"Going to school and making new friends can be tough. But going to school and making new friends while 
wearing a bulky hearing aid strapped to your chest? That requires superpowers! In this funny, poignant 
graphic novel memoir, author/illustrator Cece Bell chronicles her hearing loss at a young age and her 
subsequent experiences with the Phonic Ear, a very powerful--and very awkward--hearing aid. The Phonic 
Ear gives Cece the ability to hear--sometimes... 



 

 
The School for Good 

and Evil 
By Soman Chainani 

 
With her glass slippers and devotion to good deeds, Sophie knows she'll earn top marks at the School for 
Good and join the ranks of past students like Cinderella, Rapunzel, and Snow White. Meanwhile, Agatha, 
with her shapeless black frocks and wicked black cat, seems a natural fit for the villains in the School for 
Evil. 

The two girls soon find their fortunes reversed--Sophie's dumped in the School for Evil to take Uglification, 
Death Curses, and Henchmen Training, while Agatha finds herself in the School for Good, thrust among 
handsome princes and fair maidens for classes in Princess Etiquette and Animal Communication. 

But what if the mistake is actually the first clue to discovering who Sophie and Agatha really are? 

 

 

 
All’s Faire in Middle 

School 
By Victoria Jamieson 

 
Eleven-year-old Imogene (Impy) has grown up with two parents working at the Renaissance Faire, and 
she's eager to begin her own training as a squire. First, though, she'll need to prove her bravery. Luckily 
Impy has just the quest in mind-she'll go to public school after a life of being homeschooled! But it's not 
easy to act like a noble knight-in-training in middle school. Impy falls in with a group of girls who seem 
really nice (until they don't) and starts to be embarrassed of her thrift shop apparel, her family's unusual 
lifestyle, and their small, messy apartment. Impy has always thought of herself as a heroic knight, but when 
she does something really mean in order to fit in, she begins to wonder whether she might be more of a 
dragon after all. As she did in Roller Girl , Victoria Jamieson perfectly-and authentically-captures the 
bittersweetness of middle school life with humor, warmth, and understanding. 

 

 
The First Rule of 

Punk 
Bu Celia Perez 

 

 
 
 
Twelve-year-old María Luisa O'Neill-Morales (who really prefers to be called Malú) reluctantly moves with 
her Mexican-American mother to Chicago and starts seventh grade with a bang--violating the dress code 
with her punk rock aesthetic and spurning the middle school's most popular girl in favor of starting a band 
with a group of like-minded weirdos. 

 

 
Wonder 

By R.J. Palacio 

 
 
 
Ten-year-old Auggie Pullman, who was born with extreme facial abnormalities and was not expected to 
survive, goes from being home-schooled to entering fifth grade at a private middle school in Manhattan, 
which entails enduring the taunting and fear of his classmates as he struggles to be seen as just another 
student. 

 

 

 
Twelve-year-old Aru Shah has a tendency to stretch the truth in order to fit in at school. While her 
classmates are jetting off to family vacations in exotic locales, she'll be spending her autumn break at 
home, in the Museum of Ancient Indian Art and Culture, waiting for her mom to return from her latest 
archeological trip. Is it any wonder that Aru makes up stories about being royalty, traveling to Paris, and 
having a chauffeur? One day, three schoolmates show up at Aru's doorstep to catch her in a lie. They don't 
believe her claim that the museum's Lamp of Bharata is cursed, and they dare Aru to prove it. Just a quick 
light, Aru thinks. Then she can get herself out of this mess and never ever fib again. But lighting the lamp 
has dire consequences. She unwittingly frees the Sleeper, an ancient demon whose duty it is to awaken 
the God of Destruction. Her classmates and beloved mother are frozen in time, and it's up to Aru to save 
them. The only way to stop the demon is to find the reincarnations of the five legendary Pandava brothers, 



Aru Shah and the End 
of Time 

By Roshani Chokshi 

protagonists of the Hindu epic poem, the Mahabharata , and journey through the Kingdom of Death. But 
how is one girl in Spider-Man pajamas supposed to do all that ? 

 

 
New Kid 

By Jerry Craft 

 
 
Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing cartoons about his life. But instead of 
sending him to the art school of his dreams, his parents enroll him in a prestigious private school known 
for its academics, where Jordan is one of the few kids of color in his entire grade. 

As he makes the daily trip from his Washington Heights apartment to the upscale Riverdale Academy Day 
School, Jordan soon finds himself torn between two worlds--and not really fitting into either one. Can 
Jordan learn to navigate his new school culture while keeping his neighborhood friends and staying true to 
himself? 

 

 

 
Front Desk 

By Kelly Yang 

 
Mia Tang has a lot of secrets.Number 1: She lives in a motel, not a big house. Every day, while her 
immigrant parents clean the rooms, ten-year-old Mia manages the front desk of the Calivista Motel and 
tends to its guests.Number 2: Her parents hide immigrants. And if the mean motel owner, Mr. Yao, finds 
out they’ve been letting them stay in the empty rooms for free, the Tangs will be doomed.Number 3: She 
wants to be a writer. But how can she when her mom thinks she should stick to math because English is 
not her first language?It will take all of Mia’s courage, kindness, and hard work to get through this year. 
Will she be able to hold on to her job, help the immigrants and guests, escape Mr. Yao, and go for her 
dreams? 

 

 
Merci Suarez 

Changes Gears 
By Meg Medina 

 
Merci Suarez knew that sixth grade would be different, but she had no idea just how different. For 
starters, Merci has never been like the other kids at her private school in Florida, because she and her 
older brother, Roli, are scholarship students. They don't have a big house or a fancy boat, and they have to 
do extra community service to make up for their free tuition. So when bossy Edna Santos sets her sights 
on the new boy who happens to be Merci's school-assigned Sunshine Buddy, Merci becomes the target of 
Edna's jealousy. Things aren't going well at home, either: Merci's grandfather and most trusted ally, Lolo, 
has been acting strangely lately -- forgetting important things, falling from his bike, and getting angry over 
nothing. No one in her family will tell Merci what's going on, so she's left to her own worries, while also 
feeling all on her own at school. In a coming-of-age tale full of humor and wisdom, award-winning author 
Meg Medina gets to the heart of the confusion and constant change that defines middle school -- and the 
steadfast connection that defines family. 

 


