
Welcome to Meigs!

I am excited to meet you and 
hope you are considering 
joining Strings!  Students will learn 
to play Violin, Viola, Cello, or Bass and no prior 
experience is required!  The 5th Grade string class fills up quickly, 
and we often have a waiting list, so don’t wait to sign up! 

The Strings program at Meigs offers an excellent musical experience for Middle School students. 
Approximately 200 students are enrolled daily in the string program.  The program provides 
many experiences to look forward to: concerts, honors groups, solo/ensemble, trips, etc. Our 
Advanced 7th and 8th Grade Orchestra regularly receives the highest ratings at regional 
Concert Festival and travels annually to places like the Dollywood theme park!

Why is participating in the String Orchestra class important?  Playing an 
instrument is a wonderful experience for any child. Studying an instrument exercises the brain in 
ways that no other activity does and the lifelong benefits reach far outside of the music 
classroom. There is conclusive evidence that playing an instrument significantly improves a child’s 
intellectual and social development.

Higher SAT scores from music students – The College Board
Playing music linked to brain growth – Nature,  April 1998
Improved math, science, and language grades linked to the number of years of music 
instruction – University of Sarasota and East Texas University research
Goals and methods used bring about a balanced, progressively refined development of 
the brain and neuromuscular system – Dr. Frank Wilson, Professor of Neurology at University 
of California
Teaches: discipline, responsibility – Gemeinhardt
Provides: a sense of accomplishment, self-esteem and satisfaction, lasting friendships, 
team work experience – Gemeinhardt

How do I get started? The most important thing to do is to make sure you sign up for the 
Strings + Related Studies Rotation when you register for classes.  The 5th Grade Strings class 
fills up quickly and we often have a waiting list, so don’t wait to sign up!

What if I’ve never played violin, viola, cello, or bass?  Most of our 5th graders start 
as beginners! At the beginning of the school year, we will learn about the different instruments in 
the Strings family. I will help students select the proper instrument based on their interests. I will 
teach you how to care for your instrument, how to hold it properly, and ultimately how to make 
beautiful music with it!



Does the school provide instruments? Most students rent their instrument from one 
of our local music stores. I will send home information with the recommended choice of 
instrument and where to best find a quality instrument for a fair price. Do not let cost deter you 
from playing an instrument. Most instruments have a low monthly rental rate with the option to 
be applied towards a future purchase. Meigs also has a limited number of instruments for 
students in need of financial assistance. I will do my best to make sure any student who really 
wants to learn to play an instrument has the opportunity to do so. 

What if I already play Violin, Viola, Cello, or Bass? If you already play a string 
instrument, you will help be a class leader.  You also have the option to study one of the other 3 
String instruments at school with parent permission.

Are private lessons required? Lessons are never required, but are always encouraged to 
help students receive one-on-one instruction. Students will receive individualized instruction 
whether it be helping refine skills or providing an extra challenge. Many music stores offer 
lessons, teachers will allow you to come to their home studio, or some will even travel to you! 
Meigs also offers a limited number of lessons spots during the school day and after school.

What about sports and instrumental music? Many Meigs students participate in both 
sports and music!  The coaches and I will work around any schedule conflicts.

What about related arts rotation? Meigs students can do both! The schedule allows 
students to take Strings and all of the related arts options in 5th and 6th grades.

What is the time commitment outside of class? 5th Grade Strings students will have 
3-4 required concerts after school and dates will be communicated ahead of time. Students are 
expected to practice a minimum of 10 minutes a day to review and reinforce the skills learned 
in class. 

I hope to see you join the long tradition of fine instrumental groups at Meigs. I look forward to 
meeting you very soon! I will be more than happy to answer any questions that you may have.

Please feel free to contact me at any time with questions.

Sincerely,

Amanda Funderburk – Director of Strings
Meigs Academic Magnet Middle School
amanda.funderburk@mnps.org
629-910-4683


